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Greek and Roman society was build on the conception of the subordination of the
individual to the community, of the citizens to the state; it set to the safety of the
commonwealth, as the supreme aim of conduct, above the safety of the individual
whether in this world or in a world to come. Trained from infancy in this unselfish
ideal, the citizens devoted their lives to the public service and were ready to lay
them down for the common good...

All this was changed by the spread of Oriental religions which inculcated the
communion of the soul with God and its eternal salvation as the only objects worth
living for, objects in comparison with which the prosperity and even the existence
of the state sank into insignificance. The inevitable result of this selfish and
immoral doctrine was to withdraw the devotee more and more from the public
service, to concentrate his thoughts on his own spiritual emotions, and to breed in
him a contempt for the present life which he regarded merely as a probation for a
better and an eternal...

A general disintegration of the body politic set in. The ties of the state and the
family were loosened; the structure of society tended to resolve itself into its
individual elements and thereby to relapse into barbarism; for civilization is only
possible through the active co-operation of the citizens and their willingness to
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subordinate their private interests to the common good.
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